U.S. centralized cancer patient data system for uniform communication among cancer centers.
The evolution of the Centralized Cancer Patient Data System, a cooperative venture of the 21 comprehensive cancer centers in the United States, and its structure at the end of 3 years of data collection are described. Functions of the data system are detailed in terms of input and output. It is concluded that the short-run objective of establishing a data system to provide high-quality patient data that ae 21 comprehensive cancer centers in the United States, and its structure at the end of 3 years of data collection are described. Functions of the data system are detailed in terms of input and output. It is concluded that the short-run objective of establishing a data system to provide high-quality patient data that ae 21 comprehensive cancer centers in the United States, and its structure at the end of 3 years of data collection are described. Functions of the data system are detailed in terms of input and output. It is concluded that the short-run objective of establishing a data system to provide high-quality patient data that are comparable among cancer centers has been largely accomplished. Moreover, the very process of setting up the national data system has benefited the participating centers by upgrading their individual cancer registries. For the future, the goal is to realize the research potential of this new cooperative data collection mechanism, as well as the accumulating data themselves. Progress toward the long-term goal is just beginning.